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INTRODUCTION
Downtown Midland has experienced substantial new
investment in recent years, including public investment
to renovate and upgrade the Tridge and Farmer’s
Market, streetscape and infrastructure improvements,
and other investments. Other activity involves private
investments including Dow Diamond, East End, The
H Residence, Ieuter and 409 Ashman buildings, and
renovations to The H Hotel.

Main Street

A number of Midland businesses, civic organizations,
philanthropic foundations and individuals are working
together on Momentum Midland, a long-term effort
to promote continued economic development and
vitality of the Downtown area by identifying and
supporting a range of public and private projects
and developing strategies for their implementation.

East End

The effort, being coordinated by Michigan Baseball
Foundation (MBF), is based upon prior planning
efforts and the input and direction from Downtown
stakeholders, local leaders and the public. Community
feedback was instrumental in development of the
plan design for the short- and long-term.

Riverfront/Tridge

This comprehensive plan, developed over the last
several months, draws upon existing City of Midland
priorities, detailed market study, community input
from surveys and focus groups, and best practices
from other successful Downtown enhancements.

Dow Diamond

Santa’s House

H Hotel
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Some of the more interesting responses were to
questions related to the features, amenities, and
uses that are missing in the Downtown and riverfront
area today. Ethnic restaurants, a year-round farmers’
market and entertainment venues were mentioned
most frequently, along with street fairs and festivals, an
outdoor beer garden and unique specialty retailers.
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Community input was gathered through an
interactive public online survey which garnered
over 850 responses from citizens, business owners,
visitors, and people interested in making Downtown
Midland a better place to live, work, and play. These
responses were analyzed and used to direct planning
and design decisions throughout the process.

Respondents identified these images as being most appropriate for Downtown Midland.

When asked what issues would influence them most
in deciding to live Downtown, more than one-half
of total respondents selected the ability to walk to
activities without driving and price/affordability
of housing as their main deciding factors. More
than one-third of total respondents chose cultural
amenities, entertainment and access to riverfront
parks and recreation as those that would attract them
to live in a Downtown.

“A variety of restaurants (Including
unique ones, not just chains), plenty
of activities to do within walking
distance, more nightlife/places
open later”
-Survey Respondent

More than one-third of total respondents selected opportunities for art, entertainment, &
cultural amenities and access to riverfront parks & recreation.
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3. Strengthen Downtown as a community hub
connecting history, culture, recreation, neighborhoods
and the river; reinforcing cross town linkages and
wayfinding; diversifying the local economy; and
strategically positioning Midland for the future.
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4. Landmark, leverage and link the riverfront
by expanding and enhancing trails, parks and
recreational activities to make the river a more
significant feature of Downtown.
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1. Turn downtown into a more vibrant destination
with a greater variety of uses, features and activities
to attract diverse groups of people for many different
reasons.
2. Reconnect the town with Downtown by
changing auto-oriented traffic corridors to safer,
walkable and bikeable streets and enable seamless
development to help transition Downtown to nearby
neighborhoods.

Market District
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FIVE PRINCIPLES FOR
INVESTMENT

E Patrick Road
E Lyon Road
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5. Enable Downtown to become a more livable
neighborhood by offering housing options and a
walkable lifestyle in a vibrant downtown setting.
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Buttles Street

Emerson
Diamond

Active Transportation Network
An improved environment for bicycling and walking will create a vibrant, active and connected
transportation network that enhances the entire City of Midland. Suggested changes include:
• Linking Downtown, Dow Gardens and the Pere Marquette Rail-Trail via on-road sidewalks, shared lanes and
neighborhood streets.
• Reducing one-way, cross-city traffic on Ashman-Rodd and Buttles-Indian corridors to create a comfortable,
shared use environment.
• Modifying Poseyville Bridge to include pedestrian safe pathways linking local parks to East Main St.

Trilogy
Skate Park
Chippewassee
Park

Larkin Street

1. Under the proposed plan, the Riverfront area would
be enhanced to become a year-round destination for
recreational and cultural events, with enhanced access
to the Tittabawassee and Chippewa Rivers, the beloved
Tridge, and parks and trails all along the waterways.

Haley Street

3. The plan also calls for Main Street streetscape
enhancements along seven blocks between Jerome Avenue
and Cronkright Street, updates to sidewalks, landscaping,
signage and furniture to make Main Street a more livable
and environmentally friendly pedestrian spine.

Poseyville Road

Towsley Dike
Park

The market analysis conducted for this effort identified
three priority, public-space projects for Downtown
Midland. Three initial areas of investment in Downtown
Midland form the basis for enhancing the area and will
act as catalysts for attracting private investment as well
as demonstrate the potential for making the area active
and vibrant. These areas are the Riverfront, the Farmers’
Market, and Main Street.

2. A relocated and expanded Farmers’ Market is proposed
to anchor the eastern end of Main Street, allowing the
market to grow to its full potential while also activating a
new portion of Downtown between Main Street and East
End.

Main Street

The Tridge

Mill Street

Dow
Diamond

Ellsworth Street

Ann Street

State Street

George Street

Cronkright Street

Townsend Street

Rodd Street

McDonald Street

Ashman Street
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KEY INVESTMENT
OVERVIEW

The Downtown market analysis found an economic
demand for private investment including hundreds of
additional new Downtown residences, a new 80-100
room hotel and additional professional service office
development, retail, and restaurant offerings.
By focusing initial investment in these three key areas,
these improvements will form the backbone for future
investment, as well as create a vibrant, attractive and
growing Downtown neighborhood.

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND
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RIVERFRONT AREA

RIVERFRONT AREA
Townsend St

Rodd St

McDonald St

Ashman St

Gordon St

Fitzhugh St

Main Street

New or improved facilities along the Riverfront are
intended to support a wider range of activities as well
as year-round use. Ideas identified for this area are as
follows:
1. A new turnaround on Ashman Street that continues as
a wide tree-lined Grand Walk leading toward the Circle.
2. A 40-ft. tall fabric tent to give the Circle new vibrancy
and provide a locale to host new functions such as craft
fairs, classic car shows, concerts and wedding receptions.
This could be lit after dark for greater usage.

Jerome Street
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Larkin Street

Ann Street

1

5

6

8

7

4
2

9
Chippewassee
Park

Photo Courtesy of BirdAir

The Tridge

4. A new pedestrian Boardwalk could be installed to run
parallel to the river along a new seasonal sandy beach.
The sandy beach could include an active play area to
support games of bocce or beach volleyball, a fire pit, and
a relaxed lounge area with seating and umbrellas.
5. The east end of the Boardwalk could be anchored by
a snack pavilion and steps leading to a floating café which
can rise or fall with the water level.

3
9

3. Wide, terraced steps could be installed to formally
connect the Circle tent to the river’s edge and provide
a place for sitting, socializing, and small-scale musical,
theater or other performances (even wedding ceremonies)
set against a river backdrop. Smaller steps could lead to a
fishing pier and overlook the water’s edge.

Towsley Dike
Park

6. The large grassy field with steps in front of The H Hotel
can be improved to host summertime concerts, weddings
and other events. New raised steps and heavy timber bench
surfaces can flank the field and permit informal seating to
watch events.
7. Reconfigured bicycle and walking paths could extend
through the Riverfront and connect to the Pierre Marquette
trailhead.
8. The children’s splash pad would be encompassed by a
new walking path defining an oval for children’s activities,
additional seating, outdoor art, and trailside exercise
stations.
9. Boat launch and canoe and kayak rental.

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND
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WINTER VILLAGE
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McDonald St

Ashman St

Gordon St

Fitzhugh St
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Jerome Street
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Main Street

WINTER VILLAGE
Portions of the Downtown and Riverfront can be
transformed into a Winter Village during the holiday
season and, perhaps even for an extended period during
the fall and winter months:
1. A series of small movable retail pavilions that can host
a holiday market will form an activated link from Santa’s
Workshop along Main Street to Gordon Street and leading
toward the Riverfront.

1

2. The lawn at The H Hotel can accomodate wintertime
skating on a temporary/seasonal natural ice surface (up to
150-feet by 200-feet).
Ann Street

1

3. The Circle Tent can act as a key component in wintertime activities. The tensile fabric structure provides cover
from rain, wind and snow, and can be enclosed with fabric
panels around the perimeter to permit warming of the
space with portable heaters.

2
Ice Rink

4. An existing evergreen tree on axis with the river end of
the lawn could act as a holiday focal point with decorative
lighting to enliven the scene particularly during winter
skating in the dark of late afternoon and evening.

5
4

Chippewassee
Park

3

The Tridge

5. The Beach can also be utilized during the fall and winter
by supplementing its permanent fire pit with additional
smaller temporary fire pits set in the sand.

Towsley Dike
Park
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MARKET DISTRICT

MARKET DISTRICT

Ellsworth Street
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State Street

George Street

Cronkright St
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Buttles Street

Midland Farmers’ Market & Food Hall:
Situated along Cronkright Street between Main Street
and Ellsworth Street, the new Midland Farmers’ Market
is envisioned as a 140-stall market featuring a 6,000 sq.
ft., year-round indoor Food Hall:
1. The market would be housed within a continuous shedlike fixed canopy structure that includes both open and
semi-enclosed spaces. The design of the structure would
be comprised of steel columns and beams, metal garagetype doors that can be raised or lowered depending on
the weather, and a center skylight running along the ridge
which would bring light to the central parts of the space.

1

5

2

Main Street

2. The shed canopies along the streets would act as pedestrian arcades over the sidewalks during non-market times.

4

3. A Food Hall would anchor the Main Street end adjacent
to the Poseyville Bridge abutment under which additional
market stalls could extend. Large graphic signage elements
would help brand the area as the Market District.

3

Dow Chemical
Founder’s Garden

Poseyville Road
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4. On-street parking along Cronkright Street and Ellsworth
Street could provide additional vendor locations and longer spaces for food trucks.
5. Tents can be placed at the edges of parking lots on the
opposite side of Cronkright Street to accommodate additional vendors. This allows the street to be closed to traffic
and incorporated on market days.
6. Public restrooms are provided in the Food Hall and
along Ellsworth Street next to the Market office.
7. Visitor parking can be accommodated in numerous adjacent and nearby parking lots. Parking for handicapped,
customer pick-up and vendors is available on the interior
of the block.

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND
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Later Phase
Mixed-Use
Infill

Later Phase
Mixed-Use Infill

George Street

Cronkright St
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MARKET DISTRICT

Later Phase
Mixed-Use Infill

Future Possible
Mixed-Use
Infill

The first demonstration project of complimentary infill
development should occur on the block of Ellsworth Street
bounded by Cronkright, George and Buttles Streets,
directly north of the Farmers’ Market. This complete block
is under control and can ideally accommodate a first
phase of new Downtown loft-style rental apartments. On
this site, a four-story building with an interior parking court
could accommodate approximately 70 to 90 apartments
plus residential amenity space. This building may also
accommodate some limited ground floor commercial
space along Ellsworth Street to complement the Farmers’
Market directly across the street.

Ellsworth Street

Larkin Street

Future
Possible
Mixed-Use
Infill

Poseyville Road

Main Street

The above images of mixed-use infill buildings were highly
popular among respondents in the Momentum Midland online survey. Common design characteristics include inviting
storefronts at the ground level and upper floor lofts with
large windows, balconies and terraces to overlook street
activity – ideal design elements for a new building across
the street from the Farmers’ Market.

ta
Tit

Complimentary Mixed-Use Infill Development
The Market District is envisioned as a landmark address
for working, living and playing. To achieve the activity
and vitality of a lively Downtown neighborhood, The
Market District will require development of more than just
a free-standing Farmers’ Market and Food Hall. Adjacent
and nearby infill sites should be developed with a range
of complimentary uses including commercial services,
office and residential space in order to accommodate
the demand identified in the Downtown market analysis
conducted for this project.

ba
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River

It is critical that the design of this building reflects and
reinforces the Farmers’ Market across the street. Large
windows, balconies and terraces should encourage
residents to overlook the activity of the market, while also
providing a sense of 24/7 neighborhood living when
viewed from the market.

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND
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“People and activity beyond 9am-4:30pm; consistently
lively Downtown blocks; and real, solid connections to the
surrounding neighborhoods”
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Gordon St

Fitzhugh St

Larkin Street

McDonald St

-Survey Respondent

Ann Street
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Poseyville Road

Jerome Street

Main Street

MAIN STREET
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MAIN STREET
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Main Street has an attractive streetscape, though aging,
with wide sidewalks, planters and angled on-street
parking. The street was last renovated in 1992. While
the north portion of Main Street will continue to be retail
with parking on both sides of the road, the street should
become more pedestrian-friendly.
Gateways are proposed along with raised intersections
at Gordon, Ashman, and McDonald Streets that use a
paving pattern that celebrates and reinforces the theme
of the gateways. A curbless festival street treatment could
eventually extend the entire length of Main Street, but
initially the curbless street could be installed only between
Gordon and McDonald streets.
The continuous pedestrian experience on Main Street streetscape is
interrupted by raised planters and curbs.

This streetscape image was highly popular among respondents in
the Momentum Midland on-line survey. It depicts a more seamless
pedestrian-friendly ground treatment along with benches, cafés,
banners and signboards that make for a visually stimulating walking
environment.

Sidewalk treatments would include replacing raised
planters with flush pavements to allow for greater
opportunities for outdoor dining, public art and seating.
The main pedestrian travelway could include new canopy
street trees with concentrated perennials and annuals, a
scored concrete walk, ornamental street lighting, and
complimentary site furnishings.
At the eastern edge of Main Street, the sidewalk can be
widened an additional ten feet by removing the dedicated
right lane. This will make a more inviting transition to
and from Main Street and the East End. This treatment
would strengthen the relationship between the historic
Downtown core, the new Farmers’ Market and emerging
uses around the ballpark.

Proposed Main Street Sections

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND
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Ashman and Rodd Corridors
Ashman and Rodd form a north-south one-way pair
connecting Downtown to the Circle. Traffic counts on
Ashman show that it carries approximately 5,500 vehicles
per day on two lanes southbound. Given those volumes,
it is recommended that both Ashman and Rodd Streets
be returned to two-way traffic. This directional change
will allow for better connectivity between Downtown and
the Circle area, and will calm traffic along this corridor.
Within Downtown, it is proposed to incorporate on-street
parking along both streets. Bicycles will be accommodated
with shared lane markings that offer an integrated system
for bicycle circulation. A cycle track is proposed for Indian
Street.

Indian and Buttles Corridor
With three lanes in each direction, Indian and Buttles
streets carry 20,000-25,000 vehicles per day, creating
a major high-speed barrier between Downtown and the
neighborhoods to the north. The existing one-way pair
can carry significantly more traffic than needed, and even
if the lanes were reconfigured to two per direction, there
would still be excess capacity on the corridor.
To soften this barrier, a “road diet” is recommended on
both streets, reducing them from three to two lanes per
direction. No changes to street direction are proposed.
On Indian Street, the reclaimed pavement can be used
to create a two-way cycle track, allowing bicycle travel
along the street and reconnecting Downtown with the
surrounding neighborhoods. On Buttles, the reallocated
pavement can become on-street parallel parking within
Downtown.
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Poseyville Road Bridge/Market District
Initial research shows that the Poseyville Road Bridge has
more lanes than are needed to manage the current traffic
load. These lanes could be reallocated to other modes of
travel. A strong bicycle and pedestrian connection across
the Tittabawassee River would result in synergies between
the parkland to the south, Downtown and the Market
District to the north. The existing bridge deck could be
used as a bike and pedestrian trail while the other two
lanes continued to be used for motor vehicles. This would
provide multi-modal connectivity across the river and
remove the Cronkright ramp that currently divides the
land that is proposed for the Farmers’ Market expansion
and separates the East End from Downtown proper.
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MOBILITY & CONNECTIVITY
IMPROVEMENTS

BUTTLES STREET
ROAD DIET, PARKING OPTION

INDIAN STREET EXISTING

INDIAN STREET – ROAD DIET, CYCLE TRACK

Ashman Street

Mill Street

Buttles Street

State Street

George Street

Indian Street

SINGLE-FAMILY
DETACHED HOUSING

Rodd Street

Grove Park
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Dow
Diamond

Main Street

Potential projects include:
• New residential development, either on individual
or groups of lots, including single family (detached and
attached) or multi-family residences for sale or rent

Cronkright St

Townsend St

McDonald St

Ashman St

Gordon St

Larkin Street

ATTACHED HOUSING

As development continues it will be important to repurpose
vacant or underutilized properties within Downtown and
in the peripheral blocks connecting Downtown to the rest
of the city. While certain properties are readily available
for development or redevelopment, others may need to
be acquired or consolidated to fully capture the potential
imagined for Downtown Midland. These enhancements
would be consistent with other assets Downtown.

OFFICE

Ellsworth Street

Rodd St
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PRIVATE INVESTMENT

Dow Chemical
Founder’s Garden

• New retail buildings or renovated spaces for boutique
shops, restaurant and drinking establishments, banking,
entertainment or other retail services
• Office space, including professional and service
businesses
• Hotel or convention facilities

Ann Street

• Cultural and civic facilities including theaters
• Parking, as needed, to support existing and future
businesses and attractions

Midland Area
Farmers’ Market

Ash Pond

Currie Golf
Course

The Tridge
Trilogy
Skate Park

Towsley Dike
Park

RETAIL
Chippewassee
Park

HOTEL

ENTERTAINMENT

DOWNTOWN MIDLAND

19

All images are conceptual and subject to change.
01.14116.00 ©2015 LRK Inc.

LRK Inc.
182 Nassau Street, Suite 302
Princeton, New Jersey 08542
Phone: (609) 683-3600 • Fax: (609) 683-0054

